
Teaching Tall Tales
Tall tales are exaggerated stories of real-life events. They take the ordinary and over time and retelling make it fantastic! Teach your kid
about the tales that populate this playful subgenre as well as how to weave a yarn of their own with these writing and reading
comprehension worksheets.
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obstacles through extraordinary acts of speed,
strength, or bravery. These stories were told 
aloud and over time, became more and more 
exaggerated and impossible to believe. Even 
though the stories were larger than life, they were based 
on real-life problems faced by people of the time.

are stories that
were popular with American settlers
in the 1800’s. these stories involved
heroic characters overcoming 

Tall Tales generally include:

Read the following tall tales. Which tall tale elements are included in each 
story? Complete the chart by checking off each one that you find in the 
story.

-a larger-than-life character
-a problem or obstacle

-action
-a triumph

-funny or impossible elements

Johnny
Appleseed

Larger-Than-Life
Character

Problem or
Obstacle

Funny or
impossible
elements

Action A Triumph

Paul
Bunyan

John
Henry

Captain
Stormalong

Pecos
Bill
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Tall tales don’t always tell the truth! See if you can separate fact 
from fiction: read the tall tale of Pecos Bill below, then list parts 
of the story that could be true and the parts that probably aren’t
in the chart on the right.

Pecos Bill

True Make-Believe

Old Bill had a woman named 
Slue Foot Sue, who was just as 
tall as him and ten times as 
pretty.He was determined to 
marry her, and one night, while 
trying to impress her, he shot 
out the stars, leaving only one 
for her to marvel at – the Lone 
Star of Texas.

       When he grew older, he became an extraordinary man! 
        He was several feet                          tall and had a horse 
    named Lightning                                        who was just as fantastic. 
Lightning’s favorite                                               food was dynamite, 
which he ate for                                                     dinner every night! 
Together, Bill and                                                   Lightning tamed the 
Wild West. One                                                       hazy afternoon, he 
saw a tornado                                                           on the horizon. He 
  grabbed his                                                                trusty lasso and 
   wrangled it                                                                 into submission – 
but it put up a                                                             fight first! The Grand 
Canyon marks                                                          the path the tornado 
took as Pecos                                                      Bill dragged it behind him.

It’s said that when Pecos Bill was just a baby, he was traveling with 
family across the country in a covered wagon, the way many people 
did on their quest to find their fortune in the West. 
Somewhere near the Pecos 
River in Texas, Bill fell out the 
back of the wagon. Separated 
from his 
parents, he 
spent his 
childhood 
being raised 
by coyotes in the wilds of Texas.
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Tall Tales: Fantastic Feats

Character:
Problem:

Solution: Alternative Solution:

Tall tales show characters overcoming obstacles, winning battles, or completing amazing feats through 
superhuman speed, strength, or bravery. Choose your favorite tall tale character. Write and draw to 
show the problem faced by your character, as well as the solution. Then think of another funny or 
impossible solution to the problem.
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Title:

Written by:

Real-Life Trait:

Exaggerated Trait:

Make up a tall tale about yourself using a favorite trait that you like about 
yourself. Turn your favorite trait into an exaggeration, and then into a story!

https://www.regentstudies.com
https://www.regentstudies.com


Answer Sheets
Teaching Tall Tales
John Henry Tall Tale
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John Henry was a 
steel-driver who 
worked on the 
Chesapeake and 
Ohio Railway.

He could hammer 
faster than any 
person you ever 
met.

The mechanical 
steam-powered 
hammer was 
faster than a 
human, and could 
save time and 
money.

John Henry was 
the fastest steel-
driver who ever 
lived.

He was over seven 
feet tall and 300 
pounds of muscle.

John Henry was 
able to drive 
through the 
mountain faster 
than the machine.

John Henry drilled 
through the 
mountain in ten 
minutes flat.

Answers
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